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Writing is the visible form of language. It consists of various signs, glyphs, marks, and characters. Typically, the
reading eye, absorbed in the reconstruction of linguistic meaning, passes over the materiality of these forms. Yet
concrete and visual poetries foreground the visual and physical presence of writing, revealing a fundamental dualism:
that writing is both a material object and a vessel of signification. When the intention to signify is itself written into the
process of material production, or the process of production is written into the text, the resulting poem, or work of
art, could be considered ‘iconic.

Iconicities explores this idea through a series of visual poems in which language is treated not simply as a transparent
vehicle for meaning, but as a material, spatial, and physical form. The letterpress prints use indexical words such as
‘this’ ‘that, and ‘it, folding reference back onto the conditions of their own production. Because the poems are
embossed rather than inked, they exist as physical deformations of the paper itself. The bronze sculpture, ‘Alphabet
Rod) similarly transforms language into a physical structure, extruding the Latin alphabet into a continuous three-
dimensional form in which each letter morphs into the next. Developed using architectural modelling software and 3D
printing, the work references the standard metre bar, while also suggesting the form of a ritual object.

Daniel John Pilkington 2026
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Alphabet Rod
2023

Bronze

100 x 3 x3cm
$7,500
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Iconicity 1

2021

Letterpress Embossing
42 x 36 cm

Edition of 5

$600
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2021

Letterpress Embossing
42 x 36 cm

Edition of 5

$600

FIVE WALLS



FIVE WALLS

Iconicity 3

2021

Letterpress Embossing
42 x 36 cm

Edition of 5

$600
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Letterpress Embossing
42 x 36 cm

Edition of 5
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Letterpress Embossing
42 x 36 cm

Edition of 5
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Letterpress Embossing
42 x 36 cm

Edition of 5
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Letterpress Embossing
42 x 36 cm

Edition of 5
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Letterpress Embossing
42 x 36 cm

Edition of 5
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Letterpress Embossing
42 x 36 cm

Edition of 5

$600

FIVE WALLS



f f 4 f f f i
1 f1 1 f1 i1 ik 1 1 f1 1 E1 1
e1fi1e e1fie e1fie e1f1e e1f1e e1fie e1fie
reifierei1fiereifiereifiereifiereifiereifier
e1fie e1fie e1fi1e e1fi1e e1fi1e e1fi1e e1fie
&7 1 f1 1 Ei i fi 1 f1 1 f1 i3
£ f f £ ] f f
if1 1 f1 1 f1 1 £ 1 f1 1f1 111
eifie e1fie ei1fie e1f1e e1fi1e e1fie e1fie
dei1 fiedeifiedeifi1edeifiedeifiedeifiedei1fied
e1fi1e e1fi1e e1fi1e e1f1e e1f1e e1f1e er1fie
1 f1 1 f1 114 if1 i1 1 f1 1 f1
f £ f f f f
1 f1 1 f1 1 f1 1 f1 1 f1 1f1 1 f1
ei1fie e1fie e1fie e1f1e e1fi1e e1fi1e e1fie
reifiereifiereifiereifiereifiereifiereifier
e1fi1e e1fie e1fie e1f1e e1f1e e1fie e1fie
1 f1 1 f1 1 f1 1 f1 1 f1 1 f1 1 f1
f : 4 f f f f i
1 f1 1 f1 1 f1 1 f1 1 f1 ifi 1 f1
e1fi1e e1fie e1fi1e e1f1e e1f1e e1fi1e e1fie
dei1fiedei1fiedei1fiedei1fiedei1fiedeifieder1 f1ed
ei1fie e1fie ei1fie e1fi1e e1f1e e1fi1ie e1fie
i 5 1 f1 1 f1 if1 1 f1 1 f1 1 f1
£ £ f f f f f
1 f1 1 f1 1 f4 i 4 1 f1 1f1 1 f1
e1fi1e e1fi1e e1fi1e e1f1e e1f1e e1fi1e e1f1e
re1fiere1fiere1fi1erer1fiereifiereifiereifier
ei1fie e1fie e1fie e1f1e e1fi1e e1fi1e e1fie
1 f1 1 f1 1l a 1 f1 1 f1 1 f1 i1 ¥
g g J J 3 i g Pattern Poem

2025
Animation
13:10 min duration

FIVE WALLS



	DANIEL JOHN PILKINGTON ICONICITIES
	July 3rd - 25th, 2026

	Writing is the visible form of language. It consists of various signs, glyphs, marks, and characters. Typically, the reading eye, absorbed in the reconstruction of linguistic meaning, passes over the materiality of these forms. Yet concrete and visual poetries foreground the visual and physical presence of writing, revealing a fundamental dualism: that writing is both a material object and a vessel of signification. When the intention to signify is itself written into the process of material production, or the process of production is written into the text, the resulting poem, or work of art, could be considered ‘iconic’.
	Iconicities explores this idea through a series of visual poems in which language is treated not simply as a transparent vehicle for meaning, but as a material, spatial, and physical form. The letterpress prints use indexical words such as ‘this’, ‘that’, and ‘it’, folding reference back onto the conditions of their own production. Because the poems are embossed rather than inked, they exist as physical deformations of the paper itself. The bronze sculpture, ‘Alphabet Rod’, similarly transforms language into a physical structure, extruding the Latin alphabet into a continuous three-dimensional form in which each letter morphs into the next. Developed using architectural modelling software and 3D printing, the work references the standard metre bar, while also suggesting the form of a ritual object.
	Daniel John Pilkington 2026
	Alphabet Rod 2023 Bronze 100 x 3 x 3 cm $7,500
	Iconicity 1 2021 Letterpress Embossing 42 x 36 cm  Edition of 5  $600
	Iconicity 2 2021 Letterpress Embossing 42 x 36 cm  Edition of 5  $600
	Iconicity 3 2021 Letterpress Embossing 42 x 36 cm  Edition of 5  $600
	Iconicity 4 2021 Letterpress Embossing 42 x 36 cm  Edition of 5  $600
	Iconicity 5 2021 Letterpress Embossing 42 x 36 cm  Edition of 5  $600
	Iconicity 6 2021 Letterpress Embossing 42 x 36 cm  Edition of 5  $600
	Iconicity 7 2021 Letterpress Embossing 42 x 36 cm  Edition of 5  $600
	Iconicity 8 2021 Letterpress Embossing 42 x 36 cm  Edition of 5  $600
	Iconicity 9 2021 Letterpress Embossing 42 x 36 cm  Edition of 5  $600
	Pattern Poem 2025 Animation 13:10 min duration

